GLY4780 and GLY5752: Geologic Field Studies/Excursions
Spring 2007
Lecture: Mondays 7:00 pm CHE 313
Instructor: Paul H. Wetmore, pwetmore@cas.usf.edu, office: SCA 518, phone: 974-4655
Text Book:  There is no assigned text book for this course.  However, there will be assigned readings for each topic covered in class.  We will be meeting approximately every other week so the readings will be very important.
Attendance and Participation (20%):  Upper level undergraduate and graduate courses should not be the passive learning environment one typically associates with an introductory undergraduate lecture course.  You should come to each class caught up on the assigned reading, ready to engage the topic, the professor, and the rest of your peers in a spirited discussion.
Presentations (20%):  You will be responsible for one presentation during this course and you will make it on the field trip.  The presentation will be on a topic of your choosing but you should consult me before you begin serious research.  The presentation should be approximately 10 minutes longs and accessible to all students in the class (i.e. graduate and undergraduate alike).  See list at the end of this syllabus for potential topics.
Term Paper (30%):  There will be a term paper due at our final class after the field trip on April 2nd.  The topic of the term paper should be the same as your presentation made during the field trip.  The paper should be between 10 and 15 pages long (double spaced) and figures do not count toward the page count.  I am looking for a relatively comprehensive discussion of your topic.
Final Exam (30%):  The final exam for this course will cover all topics discussed and presented in the lectures of this class and on the field trip.  This includes the topics studied as term papers by your peers. 
Field Trip:  A mandatory field trip to the Snake River Plain region will be held from March 18th to March 23rd.  We will meet in Salt Lake City no later than 3pm on the 18th and return you to Salt Lake City no later than 5pm on the 23rd.  You flight times should accommodate those time restrictions.
CHEATING:  Cheating is defined as attempting to represent someone else’s work as your own.  University and College rules apply.

Students with disabilities:  Any student with disabilities or special needs should see me ASAP.  The lab portion of this class will involve some work with microscopes and hand samples.  Students going on the March field trip should bring to my attention any physical limitations and allergies (e.g. bee stings) ahead of the trip so I can plan accordingly.

	Date
	Topic/Event

	1/8
	Introduction to course…discuss field trip and term papers/presentations

	1/15
	SE Idaho-N Utah-W Wyoming Geography and Pre-Mesozoic Geology

	1/29
	Sevier and Laramide Orogenies

	2/12
	Northern Basin and Range-Initiation of the Yellowstone Hot Spot

	2/26
	Eastward Migration of the YHP and Basaltic Magmatism of the ESRP

	3/5
	Field Trip Logistics

	3/18
	Meet in Salt Lake City…Depart for Pocatello, ID by 3pm

	3/23
	Return to Salt Lake City by 5pm

	4/2
	Final Exam and Term Papers Due


Potential Presentation – Term Paper Topics
1. Lake Bonneville/Bonneville Flood

2. Big Southern Butte/rhyolite domes of the Snake River Plain

3. Borah Peak Earthquake (1983)

4. Hebgen Lake Earthquake (1959)

5. Pocatello Fm. (Proterozoic Glaciation)

6. Island Park Caldera (transition between Yellowstone and ESRP)

7. Quaking Aspen Butte (transitional magmas of the ESRP)

8. Gros Ventre slide

9. Wasatch fault

10. Hoback normal fault
11. Teton fault

12. Heise Volcanic Field

13. Huckleberry Ridge Tuff

14. Grand Valley Fault
15. Gravity Slide Blocks of Grand Valley

16. more to come.  I will leave a list as they occur to me up on Black Board.
