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Notes

1. I borrow the term “still water” from Scarborough
(1993a) in order to distinguish flowing (i.e., rivers, streams,
irrigation canals) from nonflowing (i.e., bajos, lagoons, sink
holes, reservoirs) sources of water.

2. The residential groups of Copan have been categorized
and ranked in complexity, from Type 1 to Type 4, according
to the degree of architectural elaboration, the type of con-
struction material, and the number of plazas (Willey and
Leventhal 1979). These types are intended to differentiate, in
general terms, between elite and non-elite households, “the
idea being that increasingly larger investments of energy and
skill in the higher-order units indicated greater social status
for the occupants” (Webster 1989:8). Type 3 and 4 groups
therefore represent elite households, and Type 1 and 2 groups
represent non-elite households.

3. Analysis of the ceramic data is based on the total num-
ber of Coner phase sherds, rather than just rim sherds,
because rim sherds compose less than one percent of the total
assemblage in each lagoon. As a result, the vessel forms were
inferred from the ceramic group or type classifications. This
is not problematic, because during the Coner phase there is
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“an almost mutually exclusive association of particular prod-
uct classes [e.g., jars, comales/braziers] with particular tech-
nological traditions [e.g., Zico Utilitarian, Antonio
Utilitarian]” (Bill 1997:530).

4. At Copdn, there is little variation in domestic assem-
blages among residential groups regardless of social status,
suggesting that the majority of residents had equal access to
pottery types (Bill 1997:542-543).

5. For comparing ceramic assemblages, I calculated
Brainerd-Robinson similarity coefficients (br) to assess the
degree to which assemblages are similar (Brainerd 1951;
Robinson 1951). Originally devised for measuring similarity
between pottery assemblages described in terms of percent-
ages of different types, the statistic totals the absolute value
of the differences of the type percentages between defined
categories for pairs of assemblages (see Cowgill 1990). By
subtracting any calculated difference from 200, an equivalent
measure of similarity is obtained. The sum of the differences
is subtracted from 200 because the maximum possible “dis-
tance” between two collections, based on percentages, is 200.
Thus, a br value of 200 represents the greatest possible simi-
larity, while zero represents the least possible similarity. For
more intuitive results, I scaled the br coefficient by dividing
the statistic by 200; thus, a br value of 1 represents identical
assemblages, while a br value of zero represents totally dif-
ferent assemblages.

6. It should be noted, however, that there is 11 percent less
Casaca Striated and 8 percent more Zico Unslipped in the
Sepulturas lagoon than in the Bosque lagoon. This disparity
may be due to the fact that, in general, the Sepulturas lagoon
ceramics were more eroded than the Bosque ceramics. As a
result, some of the Casaca Striated sherds in the Sepulturas
lagoon may have been lumped into the Zico Unslipped type
during analysis, thereby deflating the number of Casaca
Striated sherds and inflating the number of Zico Unslipped.
Nevertheless, the overall similarity in ceramic assemblages
suggests that the same kinds of activities occurred in both
places.

7. Artifacts other than ceramics are rare in both lagoons
(Davis-Salazar 2001:181-182, Figures 5.12, 5.13). A total of
33 obsidian flakes, 14 chert flakes, one candelero, and one
ground stone fragment (metate) was found in the Sepulturas
lagoon. A total of 11 obsidian flakes, two obsidian blade frag-
ments, six chert flakes, one candelero, one hand-held censer
fragment, and one ground stone fragment (mano) was found
in the Bosque lagoon.
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