Vestibular Syndromes:  A statistical approach
 

 

Abstract:
Evidenced based clinical practice requires a firm foundation in statistical methods.  This presentation will address the steps in the development of an evidenced based system for vestibular syndrome classification at the Mayo Clinic Jacksonville Vestibular and Balance Laboratory. The talk will begin with a review of our preliminary attempts to statistically describe and control test variability across examiners, equipment, and patients.  Then we will discuss how theory and evidence work together, in the example of the vestibular syndromes concept.  By carefully defining test variability, theoretically defined vestibular syndromes can be recognized with knowable precision.  As a result, once a syndrome classification is awarded to a specific patient, predictive statements such as the likelyhood of acoustic neuroma can be expressed in a way that formalizes clinical decision making. Even though this sounds complicated, it is really easy and fun.
