Title:   "Is there a schizophasia?:  Language and Thought Disorder in Schizophrenia"



Abstract:  

Beginning with Kraepelin (1899), Bleuler (1911) and Andreasen (1979), disordered language has always been a prominent symptom of schizophrenia, now relegated under the rubric of "thought disorder" one of three positive symptoms under the DSM-IV (1994) diagnostic criteria.  The question of the exact nature of this symptom has been of considerable debate ever since e.g. some consider it a disorder of cognition, not one of language proper (Brown, 1973; Fromkin 1975) while others maintain it is purely linguistic (Chaika, 1974; Oh 2005).  It has been documented that patients with schizophrenia exhibit odd semantic deficits (Nestor et al, 1998), phonological "clanging", abnormal P300 (ERPs), reduced syntactic complexity and even inappropriate pragmatic abilities (Meilijson et al., 2004), with most deficits in language production (though comprehension may also be affected). 

Can thought and language be separated empirically?  Is language or thought disrupted in schizophrenia?  Maybe both?

This presentation will be involve the following:  

- A brief outline of what we know about language/thought disorder in schizophrenia from a linguist's perspective 
- An active research proposal that may seperate "thought" from "language" using evoked response potential (ERP) to help resolve the main question of this talk:  Is there a schizophasia?
