Brain Asymmetry, Dyslexia, and SLI

Abstract: Heschl's gyrus and the planum temporale, two brain structures that lie within Wernicke's Area, are larger in the left hemisphere of most people. It is commonly stated that dyslexic individuals lack this typical asymmetry. Surprisingly, our MRI studies suggest that dyslexic individuals who are able to compensate for their early reading difficulties, actually have an exaggerated leftward asymmetry. Brain symmetry may characterize individuals with more pervasive and long lasting reading difficulties that are associated with oral language disorders.
