Mini-conference day – November 12, 2004

SPA 5506 – Doctoral seminar

Schedule of presentations
1:00-1:30pm
“L2 use and stimulus complexity in perceived accent ratings”




Astrid Zerla Doty
1:30-1:50pm
“Scoring systems for non-word repetition in ELLs: Hits or misses?”




Maria Rosa Brea-Spahn (presenter) & Robin Danzak
1:50-2:00pm
BREAK

2:00-2:15pm
“Exploring Mental States Encoding and Morphosyntactic Complexity in 
ELL Preadolescents”

Belinda Fusté-Herrmann
2:15-2:35pm
“Theory of Mind Development in Older Children: Oral/Written Contrasts of 
Mental State References”

Jeanne Federico
“L2 use and stimulus complexity in perceived accent ratings”
Astrid Zerla Doty
Abstract:  Perception of accentedness in a second language (L2) can be influenced by several listener factors, including amount of L2 use and stimulus complexity. Spanish-English listeners rated accentedness of L2 on a visual analog scale. Results will describe the role of L2 use and stimulus complexity in the perception of accent.

“Scoring systems for non-word repetition in ELLs: Hits or misses?”
Maria Rosa Brea-Spahn (presenter) & Robin Danzak

Abstract: Different scoring methods may reveal varying patterns of non-word repetition performance in children. The purposes of the current study were to determine performance differences on a Spanish non-word repetition task resulting from applying different scoring systems and to evaluate the impact of dialect variations on the repetition performance of ELLs.

“Exploring Mental States Encoding and Morphosyntactic Complexity in ELL Preadolescents”
Belinda Fusté-Herrmann
Abstract: The purpose of this preliminary study was to investigate the utility of a wordless video in eliciting mental state references in Spanish oral narrative retellings by English language learners (ELL), ages 9 and 11 years old.  A related aim was to assess the complexity of references that children used. Mental state referencing is seen as a reflection of theory of mind development, which has been related to reading comprehension in English speaking children (Astington, 1993, 1999; Cain & Oakhill, 1999; Donahue & Foster, in press).

“Theory of Mind Development in Older Children: Oral/Written Contrasts of Mental State References”

Jeanne Federico

Abstract: Theory of mind is often described as the understanding of one’s own others’ mental states, which includes beliefs, emotions, desires, and intentions.  Children’s use of mental state terms, such as think, reveals information regarding their developing theory of mind.  Previous studies have focused mainly on the preschool years.  Some research has examined the continuum of mental state development and semantic elaboration of mental state terms through middle childhood, but these studies focused solely on the oral domain.  This study examined the oral and written narratives of 9- and 11-year-old children to assess their continuing development of theory of mind as suggested by their use of mental state terms in the oral and written modalities between the ages of 9 and 11.

