Registration and Information for the 2009 SSPHS Conference
The 40th annual meeting of the Society for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies will be held at the Marriott Country Club Plaza in Kansas City, Missouri, on April 2-5, 2009 with the generous support of the University of Kansas and the University of Central Missouri.  The Country Club Plaza is a retail and entertainment district dating from the early 1920s. According to the Rough Guide, “its tiling, mosaics, fountains, and orange trees evoke the streets of Spain, and a replica of Seville’s La Giralda tower completes the effect.” Activities will also take place at the nearby Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, whose new extension received a glowing review in the New Yorker, and Time Magazine declared  it “# 1 Architectural Marvel of 2007.” (Follow links for more information.)
All panel sessions will be held on-site in the hotel’s conference facilities.  Rooms are available to conference participants each night of the meeting (April 2, 3, and 4) at the rate of $159 for single or double occupancy.  Reservations must be made before March 11, 2009, to guarantee this rate.  You may make your reservations by calling directly the Marriott Toll Free Reservations number at 1-800-810-3708.  Individuals must identify themselves as being with the SSPHS Meeting at the time the reservation is made in order to receive the special group rate. You may also follow this link to the Marriott Country Club Plaza, which will take you to the conference hotel’s reservation page indicating our group code.
We are honored to welcome as our plenary speakers Clive Griffin and Nigel Griffin, professors at Oxford University.  Nigel Griffin’s lecture will take place on Friday evening, April 3 at the Nelson Atkins Museum, followed by a reception.  Clive Griffin’s lecture will accompany the banquet, to be held on Saturday night, April 4, at the hotel; entrance to the banquet is covered by the conference registration fee. In addition, the SSPHS celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2009.  We are pleased to use this occasion to recognize the society’s key role in providing a venue for distinguished as well as young scholars shedding light on longstanding historical questions as well as leading the way at the cutting edge of scholarship.  
As part of this year’s program, conference registrants will also have the opportunity to visit the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art on Friday afternoon, before Nigel Griffin’s talk.  The museum’s Spanish paintings include works by El Greco, Zurbaran, Murillo and Goya. The collection of European painting and sculpture at the Nelson-Atkins ranges from medieval to late 19th century and contains approximately 900 works of art.  A reception at the museum will follow Nigel Griffin’s talk. 

The conference registration fee is $60 for those who pre-register by mail before February 1, 2009, and $65 for those who register after February 1 or at the conference itself.  The registration fee includes the banquet on Saturday evening at the Marriott Country Club Plaza, as well as the receptions on Thursday and Friday evenings.  Registration forms will be mailed out shortly to SSPHS members, or you may send in the following information:
Registration Form:
Name (as you wish it to appear on name tag)

Institutional Affiliation (as you wish it to appear on name tag)

Mailing Address

E-mail Address

Conference pre-registration (before February 1, 2009)

   $60



OR
Conference registration (after February 1, 2009, and on-site)
   $65
Please send this information along with a check in U.S. dollars (made out to SSPHS) to:

Luis Corteguera (SSPHS)

1510 University Drive
Lawrence, Kansas 66044
Additional requests:  

· Presenters, please be in touch with the chair and commentator of your session a few weeks before the conference to see when they would like to receive your paper.
· Dan Crews asks participants to please send abstracts of their presentations to him (crews@ucmo.edu) no later than May 1, 2009, for inclusion in the fall SSPHS Bulletin.

We look forward to welcoming you to Kansas City!
