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Professional Background

Linda I. Rosa-Lugo obtained her Doctoral degree in Special Education with a specialization in Deaf Education in 1989 and completed Post-Doctoral studies in Speech-Language Pathology at Teachers College, Columbia University, New York. She is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Communicative Disorders at the University of Central Florida (UCF) where she serves as Graduate Coordinator and Coordinator of two university/public school consortia to address the critical shortage of speech-language pathologists in schools. She was a Recipient of the Teacher Incentive Award (TIP), Overall Excellence in Graduate Teaching and a recipient of a Fulbright-Hays Research Fellow that allowed her to conduct research on dialect usage in the Caribbean (University of West Indies @Trinidad-Tobago, Barbados and Jamaica). 
Prior to joining the faculty at UCF, she worked in a variety of settings, providing direct services to Spanish- and English-speaking infants, school-aged children, deaf and hard of hearing students, and geriatric patients with communication disorders as well as supervising student clinicians.

She has served as Associate Editor for the Communication Disorders Quarterly and as Vice-President for Publications of the Florida Association of Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists (FLASHA), serving as the Editor for the Florida Journal of Communication Disorders.  She has also served as an Executive Board member of the Council of Exceptional Children (CEC), Division on Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Exceptional Learners (DDEL).  She has been a member of the American-Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA) for 13 years and currently serves as the Media Representative for ASHA’s public relations efforts on the bilingualism/second language acquisition and recruitment & retention of speech-language pathologists

Research Interest

Her research interests include dialect acquisition and usage in culturally and linguistically

diverse students, language and literacy development in Hispanic youngsters who are

deaf/hard of hearing, and first and second language acquisition in English language

learners.  She is currently conducting research on the effects of a caregiver instructional

program on the communicative turns of Hispanic children using augmentative and

alternative communication during joint book reading as a grant recipient of Project

LASER (Linking Academic Scholars to Educational Resources). She was a Fellow of 
The Academy for Teaching, Learning and Leadership at the University of Central

Florida for the Spring 2005 semester.  
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