Beyond nature and nurture:  Children's active attempts to learn language  

        Abstract: In this presentation, I will use data from my research and that of others to argue that traditional models of language acquisition are inadequate.  More specifically, traditional models have ignored the important role that children make in acquiring language. They ask questions and make comments upon language, and they test unique hypotheses about language rules.  They are not passive learners.  I will draw on examples from my research on preschoolers' pragmatic socialization and lexical innovations, all of which is observational.

