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Pilot Investigation of a Measure Designed to Screen for Dementia in Adults with Stroke-Related Aphasia

The process of aging in adulthood is associated with increasing susceptibility to a wide variety of medical conditions that may negatively affect cognition. With a rapidly aging population, differential diagnosis of disorders that may result in cognitive impairment is of increasing importance. Recently there has been a proliferation of new measures to screen for dementia in older adults, yet few are appropriate to assess individuals with aphasia because of the heavy reliance on verbal abilities in these tests. This presentation will focus on the development of a measure designed to be more appropriate for individuals with aphasia along with results of pilot studies of testing with three groups of subjects: (a) individuals with stroke-related aphasia, (b) adults with Alzheimer’s disease, and (c) normal controls. 

