"Vocabulary growth and representational specificity in typical and atypical phonological development" 
Abstract: 

This talk will review a variety of recent and ongoing studies demonstrating a link between the growth of children's vocabulary knowledge and changes in the degree of abstraction and specificity in their phonological representations.  In this talk, I will make two arguments.  First, I will argue that phonological representations are characterized by parallel abstract and episodic components.  These two types of representations are needed to account for people's ability to simultaneously attend to and ignore fine phonetic detail, dependent on the task demands (Beckman, Munson, & Edwards, 2004).  Second, I will argue that these two representations are subject to different constraints in development: the development of episodic representations is dependent on intact perceptual-motor skills, while the development of abstract representations is reciprocally related to the development of a large, phonologically diverse mental lexicon.  I will review recent studies showing developmental dissociations in the learning of these two types of representations (Munson, Edwards, & Beckman, 2005; Munson, Swenson, & Manthei, 2005; Munson, Kurtz, & Windsor, 2005).  This talk will also review recent findings in our laboratory suggesting that a significant proportion of variance in children's phonological accuracy can be accounted for by their ability to create new phonological representations in implicit learning tasks (Munson, DeMarco, Yim, & Babel, 2004).  
