“Bilingual Language Development: Findings from the Harvard Early Childhood Study”

Abstract:
This presentation will provide a brief background on language and literacy development, reviewing key literature on this development in bilingual children.  Following this review, a description will be provided of the “Early Childhood Study of Language and Literacy Development in Spanish Speaking Children” housed at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.  Justification, rationale, and the research methodology will be presented.  Children’s outcomes on a battery of language and literacy assessments during preschool and kindergarten will be reviewed.  Implications of these findings will then be discussed. If time permits, home and classroom factors will also be discussed.  
